PTO Meeting: November 2011

11/3/11
Total attendance:  9
Officers in attendance: Kelli Reagan (President), Kelly Small (Vice President), Amy Haney (Vice President), Travis Richey (Treasurer), Jenny Haley (Secretary), Joe Schmaltz (Principal)
Other PTO Members: Tara Dragoo, Melissa Engle, Christy Mullins
* * * * * * * * *

1. Reading of the October minutes: 

· Jenny Haley read the minutes.  From this, discussion occurred over the following topics:
· Breakfast with Santa: Falina Freiberger will do photos; the sled is at Eaton and is available ; we will make more decorations this year, including snowflakes.

· We made approx. $467 from the Box Tops.

· To encourage more attendance at PTO meetings, we will try using Honeywell to announce the next meeting.  The flyer we sent home this week enticing people with the Texas Roadhouse gift card draw did not seem to be effective.
· The proposed change to the newsletters has not been brought before the teachers yet; they haven’t had a staff meeting yet.

· There are 8 boxes of candy remaining from the 4th/5th grade fieldtrip: Joe will give one to every student at AES.  

· Joe Schmaltz sends letters to families on free and/or reduced lunches to see who needs help with food/clothing/coats/ toys for Christmas.  Jenny Haley brought up the possibility of doing a toy drive next year (gently used toy drive), and needy families could choose what they need and even donate as well.
· We still all like the idea of a 10% fundraiser at a local restaurant such as Milton’s or McDonald’s, although it’s unclear who is following up on this.  We should probably do this later this winter after the holidays, maybe in February.
2.  Treasurer report:

· Travis distributed the Treasurer’s report, which consisted mainly of Abby Candle deposits.
3. Breakfast with Santa

· The Santa Shop, sled, Santa, and more decorations have all been confirmed.

4. Christmas Program

· Pruis Hall was originally reserved, but has proven too costly (due to audio issues and labor costs) with not enough seating.

· Cornerstone Center for the Arts (E.B. Ball Auditorium) has been reserved.  It features 1,000 seating capacity, 38' x 25' stage , modern theater lighting, and four Dressing Rooms.
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· We will need to find more parking (possibly Meeks Mortuary, Blood-n-Fire, or shuttles from the Field House), and security officers so people feel comfortable in downtown Muncie.

· December 6th.

3. Volunteer Spot
· Jenny Haley presented information about Volunteer Spot, and organizational free website for volunteers.  The PTO agreed to transition to this system.  See www.volunteerspot.com for more details.
4.  Carnival
· We discussed a time change: instead of the usual time of 6-9pm for games, the games will run from 5:30-8:30pm.  The meal will start at 5:00pm.
· Travis Richey suggested that Albany teachers can work from 5:30-6:30.

· Kelli Reagan needs help researching for the raffle: she would like to have a comprehensive master list of names of companies, how far in advance they need notice if we want them to donate, and how to contact them to make the actual request for donation (Letter?  Email?  Phone call?  Fax?).  The volunteers would need to be willing to find company phone numbers via the internet or phone book, and then make the call to ask them these questions.  The work could be divided among many volunteers; for example, one person could handle restaurants, another person could handle stores in the malls, another could handle sports teams, etc.  Jenny Haley agreed to send out a request to PTO volunteers (Note: this was done 11/4/11).

5. Albany Christmas
· Instead of the usual Texas Roadhouse peanuts, the PTO voted to have hot apple cider.  Possible donations could be from Minnetrista or Jacob’s Orchard.  We can use the large-capacity coffee urns at the school.

6. Abby Candle Fundraiser
· We will make between $15,500-$15,800.
· This is a record for our school and a record among schools of our size.

· 68% student participation.

7. Jody Cook
· Friday, November 4 is her final day.  Her replacement is Mrs. Amanda Summers.
· The PTO will give her a gift, possibly a massage package.  Kelli Reagan is taking care of this.

8. “Thirty-one” Fundraiser
· Beth Nichols sells Thirty-One Gifts, and is offering to do a fundraiser for the school.  Students would sell lunch totes and the school will make $5 for each tote.  The money could be donated to the classrooms or to the Kirby family (see below).
9.  Fundraiser for Amanda Kirby’s family
· Amanda Kirby is a 5th-grader who is being treated for brain cancer.

· Joe Schmaltz is organizing a fundraiser called “Amanda’s Run/Walk.”  This will be a 5K event with chili, musical entertainment, raffles, and t-shirts.

· We need corporate sponsors or individuals who are willing to donate $100 or more to get their name on the t-shirts.

· A letter will be sent home with the students on November 4th.

· Joe Schmaltz is also organizing a “hats off to Amanda” day.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

